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you could spend the rest of your days in peace
and happiness. There would be no menace of
dismissal hanging over your head. You and I
both know that you will stay here for ever. Or
rather we did know it until a moment ago/'

"You said that you would not hold it against
me."

"It will be impossible for you to stay in
this house with Doreen if you continue to feel
so venomously and so bitterly. It has got to
stop."

** I have a right to my own opinion."

" You have no right to judge my life by what
a handful of small-minded people think, and you
know it. I don't intend to tolerate it, and I give
you to understand that quite plainly/'

" Then you mean I have got to go."

" I mean nothing of the kind. What I want you
to understand is that you have got to allow me
to live my own life; you are not to bring bitter-
ness and hatred into my house. Doreen is very
young, she needs guardianship and care, she needs
somebody to see after her. In a year or two she
will marry and then life will settle down to its
old normal rut again."

u And everybody will have said what they have
to say," she retorted.

"1 tell you I don't care what they say. I don't
care what they think. I tell you quite emphatic-
ally that I am not going to be dictated to/*

"Very well."

She got up, smoothing down her thick black
silk frock. She wore extraordiaaiily plain dotfaes,
reminiscent of the latter part of the last century.